NASP Position Statement on School Psychologists' Involvement in the Role
of Assessment

The National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) recognizes that school
psychologists are experts in assessment. Assessment is defined as the process of
gathering information from a variety of sources, using a variety of methods that best
address the reason for evaluation; and is contrasted to festing which is limited to
administration and scoring of tests. Application of the knowledge and skills of school
psychologists in assessment can help ensure that all children and youth receive needed
services. School psychologists can provide local and state education agencies with
information about tests and assessment methods that can be used within the context of
scientifically-based practice and can be linked to prevention and intervention. Further,
school psychologists select methods that ensure fair and non-biased assessment. NASP,
therefore, endorses assessment practices that are tailored to the needs of the individual
student in the context of a comprehensive delivery system that facilitates educational
progress for all children.

NASP recognizes that school psychologists:

e have specialized training and skills in areas of psychological and educational
assessment;

o should select and use assessments and interventions that are scientifically based;

e play an important role in multidisciplinary team decision-making;

o select assessment methods that include multiple sources of information, multiple
procedures, and multiple settings in order to yield a comprehensive understanding
of a student's characteristics that are relevant to learning and emotional well-
being;

o work with parents, teachers, administrators, and, where appropriate, students in a
collaborative context when making decisions;

e are particularly sensitive to the high stakes decisions made on the basis of testing
and assessment;

o utilize longitudinal assessment to evaluate and document progress or responses to
interventions; and

e use assessment information to guide intervention strategies.

NASP endorses assessment practices that are:

o scientifically based;

o multidimensional and based on the needs of the student;

o relevant to a variety of scientifically-based interventions;

e inclusive of an examination of family and educational systems, and home
environments, in addition to the student;

e initiated by efforts to resolve the problem through early intervention;

e nondiscriminatory in terms of ethnicity, gender, native language, family or
socioeconomic status;



e comprehensive and address the educational, cognitive, and mental health needs of
the student;

e not limited to any single methodology or theoretical framework;

o technically appropriate and used for the purposes for which they were developed
and/or validated;

¢ conducted so that ethical standards are maintained; and

e used only by qualified personnel.

In conclusion, NASP supports scientifically-based assessment procedures that meet the
needs of children and youth. School psychologists apply their expertise to evaluate
student performance and program effectiveness, understanding that assessment and
evaluation should not be limited to a single instrument or measure, but instead be
comprehensive. All approaches to assessment are used in ways consistent with their
scientific base, recognizing the uniqueness of each student and the referral question(s).
These approaches include but are not limited to techniques such as norm- and
performance-based assessments; functional assessment; standardized measures of
intelligence, cognitive processing, and academics; curriculum-based assessment;
psychological, personality, and other social-emotional measures; behavior rating scales;
ecological assessment; portfolio review; etc. NASP endorses continual professional
development as a means for school psychologist to stay current on assessment
methodologies. Finally, school psychology researchers are encouraged to examine a
variety of assessment methodologies to meet the needs of children and youth.
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check the NASP website at www.nasponline.org to ensure that you have the most current
version of this Position Statement.



http://www.nasponline.org/information/position_paper.html





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


